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        Frederick J Rast III, Mayor
June 28, 2010

Commissioner Bob Martin

New Jersey Department of Environmental
401 East State Street
P.O. Box 402
Trenton, NJ 08625-0402

Dear Commissioner Martin:

The Borough of Atlantic Highlands, the “Jewel of the Bayshore”, has a vested interest in the environmental health of Sandy Hook Bay and the adjoining waters of the Navesink, Shrewsbury and Hudson Rivers, as well as the Raritan and New York Bays.  Our borough residents, as well as other New Jersey residents and visitors enjoy the recreational activities available through our Municipal Harbor and Bayshore Trail.  

We were disappointed by the recent policy change to ban oyster restoration and gardening in “less than approved coastal waters.”  While we understand your concern about security and protection of our nation’s food supply, we believe it an even greater risk to our environment to ban an activity designed to help keep our water clean.  As we are sure you are aware, oysters are filter feeders and reestablishing an oyster population in the Hudson-Raritan Estuary complex is an important step in improving our water quality.  In addition, the program provides significant environmental and biological educational opportunities.  Students from our local high school, Henry Hudson Regional, had planned on participating in the program by raising oyster seedlings in our Municipal Harbor this Fall.

We respectfully request that you rescind the ban and work with the NY/NJ Baykeeper to resolve your concerns about security. 







Very truly yours,






Frederick J. Rast III







Mayor

cc.  Governor Chris Christie

       Debbie Mans, NY/NJ Baykeeper 
       Atlantic Highlands Harbor Commissioner’s
       James Krauss, Atlantic Highlands Environmental Commission.
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